
Invisible Emmie
by Terri Libenson
The lives of two middle school girls, one
a quiet artist, the other a popular
overachiever, intersect on a day shaped
by a misdelivered note, crushes,
humiliations, boredom and drama.
JF LIBENSON, J Graphic Novel

All the Answers
by Kate Messner
Twelve-year-old Ava finds an old pencil
in her family's junk drawer and
discovers, during a math test, that it will
answer factual questions, so she and her
best friend Sophie have a great time--and
Ava grows in self-confidence--until the
pencil reveals a truth about her family

that Ava would rather not know. JF MESSNER

Wonder
by R. J Palacio
Auggie Pullman, who was born with
extreme facial abnormalities, goes from
being home-schooled to entering fifth
grade a middle school in Manhattan,
which entails enduring the taunting and
fear of his classmates. JF PALACIO

Middle School, The Worst
Years of My Life
by James Patterson
Follows the misadventures of Rafe and
his best friend, who plan to enjoy the
year by breaking every single rule in
their school's oppressive Code of
Conduct. JF PATTERSON

Goodbye Stranger
by Rebecca Stead
Three best friends—a haunted accident
survivor, a girl who faces a difficult
choice to please the boy she likes and a
girl who claims she can see through
everyone's games—find their resolve to
avoid fighting tested during their
seventh-grade year. JF STEAD

The Way to Bea
by Kat Yeh
Writing haiku in invisible ink to work
through her friendlessness and
apprehensions about becoming a big
sister, seventh-grader Bea is astonished
when someone writes back, launching
her connection with new friends,

including one who is determined to find a way inside a
nearby labyrinth. JF YEH
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Back to School Reads
Back to Middle School

Ms. Bixby's Last Day
by John David Anderson
Loving their gifted teacher, three boys
are dismayed when the teacher falls ill
and leaves for the rest of the school
year, a situation that compels them to
share their stories while cutting class
and journeying across town together on
a fateful day. JF ANDERSON

Middle School is Worse Than
Meatloaf
by Jennifer L. Holm
Told entirely through notes, grocery
receipts, and a vast array of other items,
this story follows Ginny as she
accidentally dyes her hair pink, throws

live frogs in class, and loses the lead role in ballet to her
ex-best friend. JF HOLM

Fish in a Tree
by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
Hiding the truth about her inability to
read from a highly motivated new
teacher, Ally eventually discovers that
her dyslexia is nothing to be ashamed of
and gains new confidence as she finds
alternative ways to learn. JF HUNT

All's Faire in Middle School
by Victoria Jamieson
Eleven-year-old Imogene (Impy) has
grown up with two parents working at
the Renaissance Faire and is eager to
begin her own training as a squire, but
first she'll need to prove her bravery
while navigating middle school.
JF JAMIESON, J Graphic Novel

Slacker
by Gordon Korman
Cameron creates a community service
group as a diversion to fool his parents
so he can keep playing video games all
day, but his plan goes awry when
students express interest in the club and
he is forced to take real action.

JF KORMAN

The Miscalculations of
Lightning Girl
by Stacy McAnulty
Surviving a lightning strike that has
given her genius-level math skills,
12-year-old Lucy is offered entry into
college but reluctantly goes to middle
school.

JF MCANULTY
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